Saturday, April 12, 2003

Deuteronomy 6:1 – 25

Moses told the people to teach their children about God and His statutes; to hold God’s word close; and to love God above all else. Why was it so important?

The leader of God’s people continued with a warning that they were about to receive more blessing than they ever could have imagined, wealth and prosperity that they did not have to work for. Perhaps this was the reason that they were to teach their children the ways of God, hold tight to their love for God, and continually meditate on His word in their hearts.


We are a nation of people who can identify with the situation that the Israelites were about to experience. We have the wealth of the world within our borders. We possess more “stuff” than any other culture. We have the power to dominate other countries militarily and economically. Even our poorest citizens would be considered rich by most of the world’s population.  Moses’ warning reminds us that wealth and power are the most dangerous temptations that we face. 


It’s easy to keep our eyes on Jesus when we are in trouble. Those are the times that we are forced to acknowledge that we just don’t have control of our situation any longer. Where will we turn? To God.  Our prayer life is at its best when we are at our weakest.  Saint Paul said, “To keep me from becoming conceited…there was given me a thorn in my flesh.”
 (2 Corinthians 12:7)  He knew that if he thought of himself as too intelligent, too wise, too perfect, that he would drift away from God.  In the same verse Paul delights in his weakness because it is then that Christ’s power can work in him.

God knew that His people Israel could also be tempted to stray when times were good—and they did. Moses taught the people to live their lives by God’s word and to teach their children to do the same so that in good times, as well as bad, their center of existence would remain in God.
